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CONFIDENTIAL STATE 126813 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PGOV, BD, UK 

SUBJECT: ROWLANDS'VISIT: INDEPENDENCE FOR BERMUDA 

1 . FCO MINISTER ROWLANDS CALLED ON DEPUTY ASSISTANT 
SECRETARY VINE ON MAY 31 TO RAISE GENERAL QUESTION OF 
INDEPENDENCE FOR BERMUDA AND SPECIFIC TOPIC OF FUT RE 
DEFENSE ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE ISLAND. ROWLANDS SAID HE 
DID NOT EXPECT BERMUDA TO BECOME INDEPENDENT ANY TIME 
SOON, BUT HE THOUGHT THE LONGER-RANGE TREND WAS IN THAT 
DIRECTION. THIS WAS ESPECIALLY TRUE SINCE THE GOVERNING 
PARTY, THE UNITED BERMUDA PARTY, HAD DECIDED THAT IN 
DEPENDENCE WAS TOO IMPORTANT AN ISSUE TO LEAVE TO THE 
OPPOSITION PROGRESSIVE LABOR PARTY. THE UBP, REPRESENTING 
THE MORE CONSERVATIVE INTERESTS, THOUGHT THEY HAD BETTER 
TRY TO MANAGE THE INDEPENDENCE QUESTION SO THAT WHEN IT 
FINALLY MATERIALIZES IT WILL PROVE AS NON-DISRUPTIVE AS 
POSSIBLE TO THE CURRENT, HIGHLY PROSPEROUS STATUS QUO. 
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2. ROWLANDS EMPHASIZED THAT THE POLICY OF HMG IS TO 
GRANT INDEPENDENCE TO THOSE COLONIES WHOSE INHABITANTS 
DESIRE IT, AND THAT WHENEVER A MAJORITY OF BERMUDIANS 
SO SIGNIFIED, BERMUDA WOULD BE NO EXCEPTION. HE SAID 
THAT BERMUDA'S PREMIER, JACK SHARPE, HAD RECENTLY 

VISITED LONDON TO DISCUSS THE DRAFTING OF A GREEN 
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PAPER ON BERMUDA INDEPENDENCE. DURING HIS VISIT HE 
ASKED ROWLANDS TO RAISE THE MATTER OF FUTURE DEFENSE 
ARRANGEMENTS FOR BERMUDA DURING THE LATTER'S VISIT 
TO WASHINGTON, AND ROWLANDS WAS DOING SO. HIS OWN 
VIEW WAS THAT THERE WAS NO PRACTICAL WAY TO FORMALLY 
ASSOCIATE BERMUDA WITH NATO. AN ARRANGEMENT ALLOWING 
FOR THE CONTINUED USE OF THE US NAVAL BASE THERE IN 
RETURN FOR AN IMPLIED OR EXPLICIT DEFENSE GUARANTEE 
ON THE PART OF THE USG SEEMED TO ROWLANDS THE BEST 
FORMULA. 

3. VINE EXPRESSED APPRECIATION TO ROWLANDS FOR SHARING 
HMG'S VIEWS WITH US AT THIS EARLY DATE. HE SAID WE 
WERE NOT YET IN A POSITION TO RESPOND IN ANY FORMAL WAY, 
ALTHOUGH IT WAS OBVIOUS THAT THE FUNCTIONS PERFORMED 
BY THE NAVY BASE CONTINUED TO BE IMPORTANT TO US, AND 
WE WOULD NEED TO APPRAISE OUR OTHER INTERESTS AS WELL. 
VINE STATED WE WOULD CONSULT WITH OTHER APPROPRIATE 
USG AGENCIES BEFORE GETTING BACK TO THE BRITISH WITH 
A FIRMER POSITION IN ABOUT 90 DAYS. ROWLANDS SAID 
THAT WOULD BE FINE. THERE WAS NO URGENCY ABOUT THE 
MATTER AND HE HAD RAISED IT LARGELY TO SATISFY 
PREMIER SHARPE. HABIB 
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